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The U.S. Census Bureau recently released a report on the
Estimated Monthly Sales for Retail and Food Services. The monthly
survey is conducted “to provide an early estimate of monthly sales
by kind of business for retail and food service firms located in the
United States.” This DLR will focus on discussing the not adjusted
survey results.
The annual Retail and Food Service reported $6.3 trillion in 2020
which is slightly (0.6%) above the same period in 2019. An
indication that, despite the pandemic, the economy in 2020 was
able to recover and reach just above the prior year. Retail and Food
Services rose 4.8% ($28.7 billion) to $620 billion for December,
which is also the highest value for the month of December in the
data series back to 1992. Non-store Retailers (e.g. ecommerce) saw
the highest year-over-year percentage increase with 22.1% growth
to $971.6 billion. Building Material and Supplies Dealers had a
14.0% annual increase to nearly $438.2 billion as did Sporting Goods
stores which rose 5.7% to $84.4 billion.
Food and Beverage Stores reported an annual increase of 11.5%
to $853.3 billion. Grocery Stores saw a similar increase, up 11.2% to
$759.3 billion. Grocery store sales in each month of 2020 was higher
than a year ago with March reporting the highest monthly increase
of 28.5% growth. A similar trend occurred for Food and Beverage
Stores. The increase in both Food and Beverage Stores and Grocery
Stores partially offsets the decline in Food Services and Drinking
Places. In 2020, Food Services and Drinking Places dropped 19.5% to
$616.8 billion. The month of December saw a similar drop of 21.0%
down to $51.4 billion.
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Department Stores saw a large percentage decline from a
year ago with an 18.1% decline down to $110.5 billion in 2020.
Similarly, Electronics and Appliance Stores were reportedly down
14.6% to $82.8 billion. Gasoline Stations reported an annual
decrease of 15.9% to $421.5 trillion in 2020. For the month of
December, Gasoline Stations saw an 11.4% decrease down to
$35.6 billion. Interestingly, Motor Vehicle and Parts Dealers saw
an annual increase of 1.1% to almost $1.3 trillion and for the
month of December the increase was 13.6% to $117.5 billion on
the year. Although gasoline sales decreased in 2020, most likely
consumers took advantage of low interest rates to purchase
newer vehicles.

Retail Trade and Food Services

Nonstore Retailers
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The Daily Livestock Report is made possible with support from readers like you. If you enjoy this report, find it valuable
and would like to sustain it going forward, consider becoming a contributor. Just go to www.DailyLivestockReport.com
to contribute by credit card or send your check to The Daily Livestock Report, P.O. Box 4872, Manchester, NH 03018

Thank you for your support!
The Daily Livestock Report is published by Steiner Consulting Group, DLR Division, Inc.. To subscribe, support or unsubscribe please visit www.dailylivestockreport.com.
The Daily Livestock Report is not owned, controlled, endorsed or sold by CME Group Inc. or its affiliates and CME Group Inc. and its affiliates disclaim any and all responsibility for the information
contained herein. CME Group®, CME® and the Globe logo are trademarks of Chicago Mercantile Exchange, Inc.
Disclaimer: The Daily Livestock Report is intended solely for information purposes and is not to be construed, under any circumstances, by implication or otherwise, as an offer to sell or a solicitation to buy or trade any commodities or securities whatsoever. Information is obtained from sources believed to be reliable, but is in no way guaranteed. No guarantee of any kind is implied or
possible where projections of future conditions are attempted. Futures trading is not suitable for all investors, and involves the risk of loss. Past results are no indication of future performance.
Futures are a leveraged investment, and because only a percentage of a contract’s value is require to trade, it is possible to lose more than the amount of money initially deposited for a futures
position. Therefore, traders should only use funds that they can afford to lose without affecting their lifestyle. And only a portion of those funds should be devoted to any one trade because a
trader cannot expect to profit on every trade.

